
I n  March ,  1 9 7 6 ,  w h i l e  d o i n g  some n a t u r e  p h o t o g r a p h y  i n
Mendon Ponds P a r k ,  I  came a c r o s s  t h e  c o b b l e s t o n e  house  i n  t h e
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p a r k .  A f t e r  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  s t o n e s  a n d  m o r t a r
c a r e f u l l y ,  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a f t e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  i n  New Yo r k  S t a t e ,
I  d i d  n o t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  c o b b l e s t o n e s ,  a n d  r e s o l v e d  t o  d o
some s t u d y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .

The p r o j e c t  began  w i t h  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  f o r
s t u d y  a l l  o f  t h e  c o b b l e s t o n e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Monroe C o u n t y.  T h e
b a s i c  p l a n  was t o  examine  t h e  s t o n e s  a n d  m o r t a r  w i t h  t h e  i d e a
o f  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s e e  i f  a  mason 's  s t y l e  was  d i s t i n c t i v e
enough t o  i d e n t i f y  i n  v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g s .  L a t e r ,  t h i s  expanded
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o t a l  o f  6 6 0  b u i l d i n g s  i n  2 1  c o u n t i e s .

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  e a c h  c o u n t y,  a  l i s t  o f
l o c a t i o n s  was  c o m p i l e d  f r o m  S c h m i d t ' s  1966  e d i t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h
wha teve r  i n f o r m a t i o n  we c o u l d  g e t  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t y  h i s t o r i c a l
s o c i e t y .  A  c o u n t y  r o a d  map was p r o c u r e d  a n d  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e
l o c a t i o n  o f  each  s t r u c t u r e  marked,  s o  t h a t  t r i p s  c o u l d  b e
p lanned  a n d  e x e c u t e d  e f f i c i e n t l y .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,
b u i l d i n g s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  f o u n d ,  e i t h e r  because  t h e y  had  b e e n
d e s t r o y e d  o r  m o d i f i e d ,  o r  because t h e  s p e c i f i e d  l o c a t i o n  was
i n  e r r o r .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  c u t  s t o n e  b u i l d i n g s  o r  o t h e r
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  l i s t e d .

Addresses o f  houses  w e r e  u p g r a d e d  b y  a d d i n g  house numbers
wherever  p o s s i b l e .  T h e  a d d r e s s  was deemed i m p o r t a n t ,  s i n c e  i t
was p r a c t i c a l l y  pe rmanen t ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  name o f  t h e  o w n e r  o r
occupant  c o u l d  change a t  a n y  t i m e .  N a m e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  where
p o s s i b l e .  P e r m i s s i o n  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  was  s o u g h t  i f  anyone was
a t  home. T w o  owners  o u t  o f  660  r e f u s e d  s u c h  p e r m i s s i o n .  N o
a t t e m p t  was made t o  s e e  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  a  house ,  a l t h o u g h  we
d i d  a c c e p t  s e v e r a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  f r o m  owners  known t o  u s .

A t  each  b u i l d i n g ,  a n  o v e r a l l  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  f r o n t  o f
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was  made, w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f
l i g h t  a n d  shadow t o  h e l p  i n  l o c a t i n g  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  p h o t o -
graphed.  F r o n t  c o r n e r s  w e r e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  t o  r e c o r d  t h e
s t r u c t u r e  o f  q u o i n s  a n d  t h e  number  o f  s t o n e s  p e r  q u o i n  i n
f r o n t  a n d  s i d e  w a l l s .

Photographs w e r e  a l l  made w i t h  c o l o r  f i l m ,  b o t h  f o r  t r a n s -
p a r e n c i e s  a n d  p r i n t s .  F i v e  cameras  w e r e  u s e d ,  some r e c o r d i n g
o n l y  s p e c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  s u c h  a s  l i n t e l s .
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Notes t a k e n  i n c l u d e d  name o f  o c c u p a n t ,  a d d r e s s ,  b u i l d i n g
da te ,  i f  known,  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p h o t o g r a p h i c  d a t a .  E a c h
camera was l i s t e d  i n  a  n o t e b o o k ,  a n d  t h e  number  o f  t h e  n e x t
f rame o n  e a c h  f i l m  r e c o r d e d  a f t e r  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  each  b u i l d i n g .
T h i s  number  became t h e  f i r s t  f r a m e  o f  t h e  n e x t  b u i l d i n g .  E a c h ,
new b u i l d i n g  had  a n  o v e r a l l  v i e w  r e c o r d e d  o n  e a c h  f i l m ,  s o  t h a t
a l l  d e t a i l  p h o t o g r a p h s  o n  t h a t  same f i l m  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h a t
b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  a  new b u i l d i n g  was r e c o r d e d .

The l o c a t i o n  o f  each  b u i l d i n g  was r e c o r d e d  o n  t h e  map a s
a c c u r a t e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e .

T h i s  s t u d y  was t h e  comb ined  e f f o r t  o f  a  number  o f  p e o p l e ,
i n c l u d i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  c o u n t y  h i s t o r i a n s
and home o w n e r s .  R e c o r d  k e e p i n g  when t r a v e l i n g  was done m o s t l y  b y
Doro thy  Roudabush, w h o  a l s o  d i d  a l l  o f  t h e  t y p i n g  e x c e p t  f o r
pho to  l a b e l s .
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